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the SED's first reaction to Ehard's invitation to the
minister-presidents was one of surprise. Aun ettempbiwas then made to find out
who initiated the plen. The Bavarian BPD informed SED hesdquarters that the
idea originated with USMG. Munich was allegedly selected because the EPD has
no off'lcial rapresentation in the Baverian government and thus conld be kept

in the dark. 25X1X

W ] the SED leaders remained undecided. Otto Grotewohl and
‘other ex functioneries argued that the SED could not afford to refuse the
invitation. Ulbricht finelly yielded to this argument but insisted that the

/ Russian Zone delegates muat find a pretext to leave the conference before
deliberations could begin. The SED then drew up the text of a communique’”
announcing the reasoms for this withdrawal. This text wes taken along by
Rudolf Paul, Minister~President of Thuringla, for use as scon as possible after
arrival. Oncs the pretext had been found, Paul 1ssued the communique to the
press, merely adding s f rst end last peragraph. The LDP Miniater-Fresident
of Soxony-Anhalt, Dr. ﬁubner, was not included in the SED discussions and had
no knowledge of the communique issued in the nawe of all Tive minister-presi-
dents. On Thursdsy worning, 5 June, Anton Ackermann, SED press chief, told
gource that the Ruseian Zens minister-presldents would return from Munich by
Friday morning at the latiést.

25X1X

3 In Berlin and the Russian Zone, IIIIIINIINNG !¢ SED was sble to
galn the offiecisl support of the LUP for the course taken by the SED ropresenta-
tives in Hunich. In sddition, Dr, Friedensburg of the CDU publicly staled his
belief that the SED ministers had acted in good faith., These develspusnts dis-
credited Gretewohl and other SED leadera who had favored full coopereilion by the
S?Siﬁ )Béhmich and left Ulbricht in complete triumph,

4. I 75 bricht has recently had numerous conferences with  ° [
officers of the "West" department of SMA whe havwe encouraged him te attack ' "

25X1X " American influence in the sconomy of VWestern Germany. He iz to attemnt sspeci- {

: ally to carry this propaganda to the trade unions in the western sones. For i

this purpose Ulbrichit is organizing s confidential information service for the |

upe of EFD papers and functionaries. This information service desls exclusively i

with exmmples of "plundering by western eapiﬁgmfkt No. %
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